SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 15th December 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllrs P N Aldis (Chairman), P Blaine, D Broughton, C Osborne, M Pettitt, J Sandhu, D Sharman, P Sharman, M Scott, Mrs S Sutton and G White
Together with one elector of the Parish.

1.  
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs M Bartlett, D Gale and        R Smith.
2.  
Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members 
(P71/08)

(a)  Prejudicial interests.

There were none. 
(b)  Personal interests.
There were none.
3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council










(P72/08)
 There were none.

4.    Minutes 








(P73/08)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 3rd November as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 1st December 2008, which had been previously circulated, were signed as a correct record.
5.    Planning and Enforcement Appeals- Notification from Mid    Bedfordshire District Council 




(P74/08)

McCann Homes have appealed against the decision by Mid Beds District Council to refuse permission for a block of six apartments on the Magnolia Hose site. A hearing is to be held at a later date.
Resolved: That Cllr Aldis is the Town Councils representative at the hearing.  

6.
Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy
(P75/08)
Cllr Aldis and Cllr Blaine verbally reported that there was only one matter concerning Sandy at the last meeting. No 2 Girtford Crescent had been narrowly approved.
7.
Gypsy and Traveller Development Plan Document: Preferred Options Consultation 







(P76/08)
The Deputy Clerk’s report, together with the consultation paper, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Resolved: No comment.
8.
Request from Beeston Open Gardens for permission, for a fallen Tree Trunk to be carved into a Picnic Bench

(P77/08)
The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. An elector spoke to the committee. Members discussed and then
Resolved: That if Beeston Open Gardens obtain funding that permission is granted for the old tree stump to be carved into a dragonfly picnic bench and located where Greensands Ridge Walk enters Beeston Green.
Resolved to recommend: That a litter bin is installed near to the dragonfly picnic bench.

Resolved: That a workshop vehicle is allowed to park on Beeston Green for upto a fortnight while the picnic bench is being carved.

9.
Car Park Working Group





(P78/08)






The minutes of the Car Park Working Group held on 17th November 2008, which had been previously circulated were received and considered. 

Members discussed and then
Resolved: That the Police are informed about the car park scheme and the start date.
Some members felt that permission may have to be obtained if names of card holders are to be retained in an electronic data base.
Resolved to recommend: That if permission is needed the Council writes to the employers who take up the scheme notifying them.
10.
Parking Survey St Swithun’s Way



(P79/08)


The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 

Members discussed and then
Resolved: The Parking Survey be noted.
11.
Allotments







(P80/08)

The Deputy Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 

Members discussed at some length and then 

Proposal: That the allotment waiting list should be closed.

The proposal was not carried.

Proposal: That the plots should be reduced in size from 4 or 5 poles to 2 or 2.5 poles respectively in order to greater meet the demand for allotments.
The proposal was not carried.

Resolved: 
a) An update is required on the land already looked at for additional allotments.

b) That the Council’s Allotment Policy is reviewed.
Resolved to recommend: That the land at The Limes is tested to see if it is suitable for allotments. 
12. 
Land at Beeston Green





(P81/08)
The Deputy Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. A reply had been received from James Hall, MBDC’s Property Services Manager raising several issues and stating that no action would be taken on the Town Council’s request until after 1st April 2009 when Central Bedfordshire started.
An elector spoke to the committee. Members discussed and then

Resolved: If the land was made available for allotments that the Town Council would like to manage the allotments.

Resolved to recommend: That the Town Council would like the land on a freehold or leasehold basis.
Resolved to recommend: That if the land became available the Town Council would like to work in partnership with Beeston Wildlife Group who would manage the Community Orchard.

13.
Press Release







(P82/08)
Resolved: It was not felt necessary to issue a Press Release.
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